THOUSANDS ON 
ITALY’S FIRST 
ALDERMASTON 


"a QIOME 10,000 people,” wrote a 
‘Tiines correspondent from Assisi, 
“were gathered here tonizht (September 


castle high above St. Francis’ birthplace 


the technique of the peace march. 


“With full regard for more modern 
patrons of this style of demonstration 
they warmly applauded a call from a 
well-Anown left-wing painter ta oppose 
any resurvence of fascism, and heard 
with every sign of approval that a tele- 
gram of homage had gone to Lord 
Russell” 

The U-mile march from Perugia to 
Assisi--Htaly’s first.“ Aldermaston ""— 
was organised by Centro per la Non- 
violenza of Perugia, Danilo Dolci was 
among its sponsors. 

A cable received as we go to press 
states thar 25,000 were on a very success- 
ful anarch and that there were no 
incidents. 


Unilateralists © 
enter USSR 


San Francisco, ‘Vrafalgar Square, Alder- 
maston, Bonn, Warsaw — and iow 
they arc in the Soviet Union heading for 
Minsk and Moscow. Their leaflets in six 
languages call on every country through 
which they pasy to disarm unconditionally. 
The two Americany seen ut the head of the 
procession, Mardy Rich and Barton Stone, 
have married cach other on the march. In 
the fourth row, carrying some of the flowers 
presented at the Soviet frontier, is Lya 
Marsh, British medical student. In front of 
her is Johan Holm from Finland. 


24) among the ruins of the medieval No. 1.318 
* ' 


at the end of laly’s first experiment in = 
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UNILATERAL DISARMAMENT 


SIXPENCE 


EXT week the Labour Party will 

meet at Blackpool. In the course 
of the week it will decide to annul 
the decision it registered last year 
in favour of unilateral nuclear dis- 
armament, and will declare itself 
behind Mr. Gaitskell’s policy of 
negotiation from the strength of the 
nuclear “ deterrent.” 


those who hold that unconditional renun- 


ciation of the H-bomb offers the most 
constructive policy for Britain will be 
called upon to decide their policy for the 
future. If they decide to enter into a 
competition in manipulating the trade 
union block votes, in order ty reverse 
policy again at some future Conference, 
they will be setting out upon & course 
of increasing futility and frustration 


The failure of 


the 


political left 


As has already been pointed out in our 


columns, the Labour Party organisation, 
based largely on the voting strength of 
the trade unions, is not a satisfactory 
instrument for creating policy that does 
not derive directly from industrial con- 
ditions. But there are more profound 
reasons for the inevitable sterility of this 
process. Commenting on the Committee 
of 100 demonstration Tribune remarked 
that the imprisonments were an indica- 
tion of how Jow the belief in the demo- 
cralic process has sunk in the minds of 


many thousands, and it went on to com- 
ment that “ Pious platitudes will not win 
them back to political action.” 


The disillusionment with our representative 


procedures, however, goes a good deal 
deeper than Tribune suggests. It is not 
merely that belief in political action 
through what Tribune calls the “ demo- 
cratic process” has declined; there is a 
growing rejection of the idea that the 
casting of a vote for a member of one of 
two almost indistinguishable Parties con- 
stitutes political action at all, still less 
that it has any significant place in a 
democratic process. 


Of the thousands who are ready to risk 


imprisonment for demonstrating against 
the present preparations for genocide it 
is improbable that most havo consciously 
abandoned faith in the parliamentary 
process, But their action at least demon- 
strates a deep scepticism about it. Many 
of them will have vated for Labour or 
Liberal candidates in the General Elee- 
tion, but they will all regard the chal- 
lenge to the Government that they are 
now making in their own persona as 
political action of a much mare signifi- 
cant order. And of course they are 


right, 
ov 


the attitude of Tribune itself is not such as 


to increase faith in the democratic pro- 
cuss, Ms pages breathe a spirit of protest 
and of radical sentiment. But there is all 
too evident the kind of careful ambiguity 
to allow room for political manceuvre 
should Tribune spokesrnen pass from the 
protest stage and become susceptible to 
the multiple diplomatic, economic and 
administrative pressures we referred to 
last week, 


The attitude of Tribune has in fact always 


been ambiguous. [t reflected the equi- 
vocal] strain which, radical political figure 
as he was, remained present in the atti- 
tade of the fate Aneurin Bevan, at first 
the papec’s leading personality, through- 
out his political career, We have not 
merely in mind Bevan’s cynical right- 
about-turn at Brighton in 1957 when he 
suddenly went back on the attitude of 
Tribune and declared himself in favonr 
of Britain retaining the H-bomb. 


His attitude when the Labour Party started 


expanding armaments expenditure on an 
unprecedented scale in 1951 was equally 
equivocal. He actually supported the 
new programme in a speech in the Honse 
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Please don't send stamps 
Address Box No 
replies: Peace News, $ Caledonian Kd, London, N.I 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d 
2a. 6d (Box No. Ly. extra) 


in payment, except for odd pence 


Please wend udvertinements by first post Monday. 
MEETINGS 
'IMMORTALIVY "Speaker, Alfred Torrie. 
t: Sunday, Oct. t, at 6.3 «» Friends House, Euston 
Roud, . N.W.E. 

LISTENING MERTINGS: Lecture Demonstra- 
tioay by De. Rachel Pinney: Horshum Town all, 
6 pam. Sua,, Oct, 8; Beckenham Town Hall, 7.30 

am. Tues. Oct, 40; Staines Town Hall, 7.30 p.m. 
on. O¢t., 23; Sallroa Walden, Fricady Mtg. Ho., 
730 pan, Tuers., Oct, 24; Hurrow, Belmont 
Assembly Hall, 7.30 pan. Sat, Oct. 28; Chelinoford, 
Cannons Rest, Duke St., 7.30 pan., Mon, Oct. 30; 
Dorkiag, Masonic Hall, 7.30 p.m. Man., Noy. 20. 
Further Gistares pending. Kensington Central Library, 
Bop.m. Fues., Oct. 17: An Experiment in Linicning 
Technique applied to a debate: Subjects The 
Bomb" organined by local CND. ; 

THE REVOLUTIONARY INDIVIDUAL ia the 
Couic Age.” Anthony Hrooke, Rajah Muda of 
farawak, Fuenday, Oct, 3, 7.30 pan., Conway Hall, 
Med Higa Sy., W.C.1. 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

KESWICK : View the Lake District for your 
holiday this year Mightleld Vegetarian Gueat House, 


The Heads, offers beautiful scenery, good food, 
eoinfast and friendly atmosphere. Tel. 508 of 
write—-Mr and Mes. Nosman Luaby 


PAX HIOUSE offers you individual attention, com- 
fort, vegelarian and non-vegetarian food. Hi and C. 
Centrally situated, within easy reach of sea, 17 
Melville Rd. Tel. HOVE 70945, 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED 

PAT SEARES and husband need small unfur- 
nished flat in or around Brighton. Please can any- 
one help 2?) Box No. 900, 

SINGLE ROOM tequited in Wanstead or Leyton- 
stone by working girl, Phone CHAncery 4817 
during office hours. 

CHREG young radiculs (M4.26, F.30, M.25) 
urgeatly require furn./unfurn, accom. in London. 
Two bedrooms, living room would be ideal. Willing 
to pay reasonable rent. Box No, 24. 

PERSONAL 

DAUGHTER sccks 4 lie help with invalid 
mother in return for board and lodging and small 
wage. Country Scotland, Box No. 25. , 

DUPLICATING, verbatim = shorthand, _ typing 
(tapes, elc.), translating. Mabel Kyles, 10 Beacons: 
field Road, London, NII. ENTerprise 3324. 

HYPNOSIS. Consultant treats nervous condi- 
tions, disorders, persona] habits and problems. G. 
Stocker, MBHA, 14 Belize Crescent, Hampstead, 
N.W.3. SWiss Cottage 4904. 

MELT INLERESTING PRKOPLE through informal 
hospitality of the Murriage Club. Both London 
And country members invited. Mrs. Prue White, 
14 Parliament Hill, London, N.W.3__ 

PERSONAL COLUMN LTD., Falcon 
Burnley, Lancs. Pen Friend—all hobbies. 
apondents om ulmost every country. Alt 
S.A.L, for details. 

PICTURE, FRAMING = Quality work for readers 
with drawings, prints, paintings. Exhibition work 
specia) sates. HENRY VINSON, 

Gardens, N.W.3. (SWJss 5181.) 

QUAKER WORK FOR PEACH and the under- 
privileged springs from belief in “that of God in 
every man’ Literature about Quaker beliefs fiom 
Friends Home Service Committee, Room It, Friends 


House, 
Corre- 
ages. 


2A Strathay 


House, Huston Road, London, N.W.1. 

SIT-DOWN » Chiswick young man. Chocolate 
awaits delivery. S52  Wivelsfield Rd., Saltdean, 
Brighton. 


SPARE. COPY of ‘Tho Pacitist"’ No, 2 wanted. 
Puuh, & Amity Place, Hlymouth, Devon. 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL. welcomes 
ifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 88 
ark Ave., Enfield. Middlesex ; 
“THE WORLD [VAGUE Against Vivisection 
and Por the Protection of Animals,’’ opposes all 
cructty and violence. Details from S$ North View, 
W.19. 


LITERATURE 


HOOKS ! BOOKS | HOOKS !—Liats free on appli- 
cation to Bannister's, 4 Warwick Street, Worthing. 

ONTACT--a South Africun) Liberal fortnightly 
with insido news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialinm, 6 months 8s 9d, 12 months 17% 
Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa, 

FRER INTRODUCTION Send us the names 
aud addresses of filends likely tn be interested ja 
Peace News. They wil) reccive complimentary copies 
and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial sub- 
scription for 2% Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, King's Crow, London, N.5. 

LIBRARIES bought: politics, economics, warkd 
affairs, RIV. 6807.) The Hammersmith Bookshop, 


W 6 
POETRY ANTHOLOGY » MANY MORE eon- 
tributors needed. No expense involved. New Poets 
Club, 75 Princess Road, Leicester. 
WANTED)" Barly Christian 
War,’ by Cadoux, Box No. 26. 
FOR SALE 
PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL STATIONERY : 
Manilla envelopes, 6” x 34”, Ils. 1,000 box; 9" x 
4", 139 63. 500 bex. White envelopes, 6” x 3H", 
17s, 64. 1,000 box. Many other sizes/styles avail- 
able, Plain postcards 26. 34. 100; quarto ‘‘ Meko 
copy paper, 6s. 500 sheets. Harley Bond Writing 
Vads fiom Ad. each. Pustage extra, special quola- 
tions for larger quantities, All profits to Peace Nows 
Write or call Housmans, $ Caledonian Road, King’s 
Crow, London, N.I. (TRERminus 8248.) 
SITUATIONS VACANE 
COMPOSITORS = & INTERTYPE OPERATOR 
required (L.7.S.), Part pacifist work. Good wages 
and conditions. Goodwin Prev Lid., 135 Fonthill 
Road. Londas, N4. ARC 1116 
ANTI-VIVISECTION SOCIETY requires man to 
act ag Secopatch Clerk/Stock-keeper with associated 
wenerat duties, Applications to: Assistant Sec., 
HUAN, 47 Whitehall, 5 WI 
PAINTER-DECOMATOR Steady job for reliable 
man. Vop rates. E-Mbridge 9783 


THE TRUTH ABOUT POLARIS 


@ This factual broadsheet Is available 
for distribution at 15s. }00 or £6 15s. 
per 1,000 from Peace News Publica- 
tions Dept., 5 Caledonian Rd., London, 
N.1, or from the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, Committee of 
100, London Region CND. 


Attitude Toward 


“A new political basis ” 
AST week’s editorial appeared to me a 

4 most significant contribution in the 
debate on the future of the Committee of 
100. The questions raised are crucial to the 
whole development of a movement for a 
non-violent society. € trust that in the 
coming weeks this policy statement will be 
expanded, 

One cogent point was the limitations of 
a Mere obstructionist-resistance campaign. 
This appears to be the present policy of the 
Committee of 100, and 1 believe it) un- 
realistic to imagine that having achieved a 
state of anarchy, humanity would be any 
wiser or betler equipped to improve upon 
the existing state of affairs. Such a policy 
(even if possible) seems to be irresponsible 
and violent, and leads us away from the 
creation of a new practical political philo- 
sophy. 

In discussing ways towards building an 
allernative social structure insufficient em- 
phasis is placed on the revolution which is 
required in education if any change is to be 
permanent, flow far the Government's 
attitude towards development of education 
is affected by economics, rather than by a 
political realisation of the dangers of edu- 
cating people to “think too much _ for 
themselves,” is a matter of conjecture, but 
any text book on government will advocate 
the “divine, constitutional, natural law” of 
maintaining Jaw and order at the expense 
of individual liberty and personal develop- 
ment ! 

The recent demonstration 
psychological truth that we resent being 
preached to or “got at,” but we will be 
impressed if the influence comes from un- 
expected quarters. If the policy of 
teachers’ training colleges, universilies and 
public schools was to instruct in non- 
violence « non-violent society would not be 
long in coming. ‘This is where power of 
government lies just as the power of resist- 
ance fies with the industrial classes! It is 
natural for those experiencing frustration at 
conventional political methods to seek an 
antithesis—to reject outright instead of 
attempting to understand the nature of the 
structure of political power and systematic- 


illustrated the 


ally re-educate. — COLIN SMART, 9, 
Maldon Court, Bute Road, Watlington, 
Surrey. 


Letters 


[ IIAVE seldom seen a more self-contra- 

dictory article Uhan your editorial last 
week. You rightly argue that unilateralism 
demands radical = structural changes in 
sociely~-changes that are not in accord 
with the policies of either the Social- 
Democrat or the Communist traditional 
Left--and then you proceed to draw quite 
opposed inferences. 

You say that the complexities of modern 
technology and international co-operation 
postulate some central government, but you 
neither give the process by which you 
deduce this nor prove the necessity—let 
alone the desirability--for all these com- 
plexities (many of which would certainly be 
abolished by the other reforms you men- 
tion). While there does not seem to be any 
pacifist case for maintaining nations, which 
makes internationalism a thing of the past. 

AH right, yes, let it be said | am a 
sectarian anarchist, I give no viable sub- 
stitute for Government (largely because I 
don’t want a substitute for Government)? 
but ut least this does not make me contra- 
dict myself in the same article —-LAURENS 
OUTER, 57 Ladbroke Road, W.1f. 


A protest by Christians 


HAVE met many people who are in 
sympathy with the basic aims of the 


Committee of 100 and CND, but who 
would like to see a protest made against 
nuclear weapons which was avowedly 
Christian. 


I shall be glad if anybody who would be 
willing to take part in a Christian protest 
meeting, perhaps in Trafalgar Square, in the 
fairly near future would write to me. As I 
sce it, the element of protest at such a 
meeting would be implicit rather than ex- 
pressed in fiery speeches, ‘Phere would be 
prayers, readings from the Gospels, and 
silence. There would be no intention of 
civil disobedience unless, of course, the 
authorities took if into their heads to ban 
such a prayer meeting, in which case every 
endeavour would be made to hold it. 

Perhaps [ should make it clear that 1 
personally support the Committee of 100 
and I would not wish to start yet another 
movement. The mecting which 1 propose 


would not indicate the launching of a new 
campaign: it would be a single act of wit- 
ness--one which many feel to be vitally 
necessary and long overdue. 

! would be grateful if anyone writing to 
me would please send a stumped, addressed 
envelope,—(Rev.) DENIS SHAW, ‘She 
Rectory, Uereford Strect, E.2. 
Non-co-operation 
AV Vrafalgar Square | decided to carry 

non-co-operation to the point of being 
carried to a cell and not giving my name. 

This [ did after considerable thought be- 
cause my character is such that IT must “ see 
for myself” on important issues before 
making up my mind. ff had tried to judge 
the feeling of the briefing meetings and it 
seems that there is a large body of opinion 
in favour of carrying non-co-operation 
further and further until ultimately one has 
to be carried into court and refuse to plead. 

My experience was that | was extremely 
roughly handled by the police. J was 
pulled up and down stone steps and bruised 
although not injured. My skirt was torn 
off. After the point of co-operation, how- 
ever, | could net have been better treated. 
the staff at the station where we spent the 
night gave us every courtesy and attention, 
and as a group we sent them a floral tribute 
IN appreciation, 

My conclusion is that my non-co-opera- 
tion (L was the only one in my group and 
past the Glamour Age!) provoked violence 
in the police and that is a bad thing to do. 

I feel that we are a long way from under- 
standing the type of non-violence which en- 
courages non-violence in return. ‘Vhere is 
much in our present sit-down technique that 
is violent in that it produces a violent 
response. 

| have one practical suggestion to make: 
the study of non-violence could start now 
on a small personal group level on the 
lines of group psychology. Say four people, 
each of whom belong to another group of 
four, which is the cellular structure. Into 
these groups should be invited violent 
people and people afraid of their violence 
and if possible some members of the police. 

fam making some efforts to start such 
groups and would be very grateful for any 
ideas or co-operation. -- RACHEL PINNEY, 
London, S.W.H). 
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Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Datc, TOWN, Time, Place (nall, street); nature of 
eveml; speakers, Otganisersy (und secrclury's address). 


Kriday, September 29 
HORSHAM: & pm. Friends Mig. Ho. Any 
Qtiestions on the theme " Hanging's No Answer.” 


Suturday, September 30 
CROYDON: 4 pm, to 7 pm. Friends Mig. Ho 
Adult School Hall, Park La., Surrey Area PPU At 


Hiemc Music, Films, Stalls, Refreshments. 
LONDON, N.S: 8.30) a.m.-6 p.m. Steenoven 
Mission tHo., 16 Aberdeen Kd., Highbury. Day of 
Prayer for World Peace. Everyone welcome.  Paci- 
fist-Universalist Group 
LONDON, WA. 3.30-5 pom. Manette St.. Char- 


ing X Kd. (by Foyle's Bookshop). Open Air Mtg 
ae by West End Poster Parade at 6.15 p.m. 


Manday, Octaber 2 
BLACKPOOL : 7.30 p.m. Jubilee Theatre. Ques- 
tion and Answer Mig “Labour and the Arms 
Race.’ Chair: Frank Allaun, M.P. Speakers: 
Dr. Deanald Soper, John Horner, Emrya Hughes, 
M.P., Leslie Hlajle, M.-P. Adm. Free. Reserved 
seats ([s.) from Sec.. 45D, Parkhill Rd., N.W.3. 


LPF. 
Wednesday, Octuher 4 
SOUTHEND: 8 pm. Labour Hall, 
“What Pacitism Means to me.’ PP 


Thursday, October § 


Buston Ave. 
Ul. 


LONDON, E.f13 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Wo., Bush 
Rd, Leytanstane David Hawkes: °* Travels in 
Sweden, Poland, Russia.’ PPO. 


YEOVIL. : 7.10 p.m. Methodist Church, Vicarage 
St ' Modern ar Challenges the Christian " 
Vers Brittain, Or Donald Soper Chair: 
Geo. Pottinger. FoR 

Saturday. Octwher 7 
wswiCH: 3 pm. Friends Mig 


Rev. 


Ho., Fornnereau 


Rd Annual Re-dedication Service FoR. Rev. &. $ 
Nodder, followed by refreshments and AGM of 
Ipswich Gip. PPU 
Sunday, October & 
LONDON, N.11 3.30 p.m. Peace News, § Cale- 
Jonian Rd Universal Religion-Pacifist, Fellowship: 


S. N; Ghose, “ Man in Modern Society.” 
Thuraday, Octoher 12 
LONDON, E.lb: § pom. Friends Mig Wo, Bush 
Rd., Leytonstone Laurie Pavitt, *‘ A Pacifist in 
Parliament.” £10 and F.11 PPU. 
SALISBURY: 7.3) p.m. Guildhall 
Viickinson, Piwin Haig, Austin Underwood, 
Marshall CND and Cttee of 100 
Friday, October 13 
BHIQKENHEAD: 7.30 p.m ‘Town Hall, Hamilton 
Sq. Anti-Apartheid Mig. Solly Sachs, Les Parring- 
ton and faval speakers. Adm. Is 
Saturday, Qetober 14 
RIVLEY. Derbyshise: am-pm. Market PI 
Feuce [Literuture Stall Organised by Ripley and 
Dist, CMD 


Ir 


Donald 
John 


Saturday-Sunday, October 14-15 
WYCOMBE, — Backs. 1 Uplands, 
Weekend Conference. full cost for 
10s Details from National Peace 
Gt James St., W.C.L. (CHA 3228.) 
Monday, October 16 
BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Kd., Kings 
Heath. Mig. of Kings Heath and Cotteridge PPU. 
Tuesday, October 17 


HIGH 
Wycombe. 
weekend £2 
Council, 29 


High 


LONDON, W.14: 8 p.m Kensington Central 
Library. fr. Rachel Pinney Listening technique 
applied to a debale : ** The Homb.” bd. 


Thursday, October 19 
LONDON, E21: 8 pom. Friends Mtg. Hlo., Bush 
Rd, Leytonstone John Williams, “‘ Holiday in 
Ireland.’ PPU 
LONDON, W.C.t: 7.45 pom. Friends Int. Centre, 
32 Tavistock Pl. J. N. Reedman, “ The Origin of 
the UN." Refreshments 7.15 p.m. Sof. 
Sunday, October 22 
LONDON, W.C.1.: 4 p.m. Friends Int. Centre, 
320 Tavistock =Sg., Arlo) Tatum: Folk Songs, 
Spirituals, etc. Sok. 
LONDON, W.21 7.45 p.m 
Rd. (ur. Porchester Rd.) “* Is 
Filmy and discussion. PPU 


16 Westbourne Park 
ey 


Peace Possible ? 


Every weeks 2 


SATURDAYS 
LONDON, W,.1Ei Golborne Rd., off Portobella 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in) Market. 
10 am.-5 pm. Helpers for two-hour shifts are 
needed Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 
Organiser, FLA 7906. Porchester PIU, 
LONDON, N.W.3 waters 
-W.3: Whitestone Pond, Hampstead 
Heath. cND Open Ale Migs at 2.30’ p 
GLASGOW + 8.15 pom. Queens Park Gates, Vic- 
foria Rd. Open-air meeting. 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


fae t ft Oakley Sq, N.W.1. 9 Week-end 
work camps take place whenever possible. ‘Phone 
BUS 3195. Work far needy sections of the com- 


munity, TVS. 
THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mig. H 1. Kush 
Rd. (near Green Man), 010 and EL Bra PPU. 
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Help Peace News’ urgent fund-raising campaign by selling 
ENDSLE!IGH 


Christmas Cards 


Nativity, racial friendship, international, CND, children’s 
designs etc., from 2d. to 9d. each. Distinctive, meaningful, 
excellent value and varied to suit all tastes, With envelopes. 


FULL RANGE Send s.a.e. for TRIAL PACKET 
10s. 6d. CHRISTMAS 2s. 9d. 
28 assorted cards LIST assorted cards 


Up to one-third discount for your own bazaars and fund-raising efforts 


PEACE DIARY @ FULL-COLOUR CALENDARS @ GIFT CARDS 
AND PACKING REQUISITES @ STATIONERY GIFTS @ SELECTED 


BOOKS FOR PEACELOVERS 


@ CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


COLOUR-YOUR-OWN CHRISTMAS CARDS @ ETC., ETC. 
(Details in Christmas Lise) 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS eo 
§ Caledonian Road, N.I. 


Callers welcomed 


all profits to Peace News 


PROTEST” AT” THE 
BISTRO 


DICKELS have been maintained, 
small group of concerned people, 
the Alomic Energy Commission’s San 
Francisco Operations Office in’ Berkeley, 

California, since August 10. 

Six of the demonstrators were arrested 
on September [6 on an obstruction charge. 
‘The six, released on their own recognisance 
tO appear in court on September 25, were 
Maurine Blanch, Donna ‘Vhurlby, Dick 
Dickinson (students), Dean — Plagowski 
(labourer), Byron Wahl and Jerry Wheeler. 

Wahl and Wheeler were already out on 
bail from the Arizona Federal Judicial 
District for committing civil disobedience 
at Qavis-Monthan Air Force Base in 
‘Fueson (the headquarters for 18 Titan 
missile sites), 

The same group planned to picket a 
Livermore Vown Council bomb-shelter 
demonstration, and again at the gates of 
the Radiation Laboratory of the University 
of California. ‘This laboratory, and that at 
Los Alamos, are the two bomb = construc- 
tion centres in the country. 

Jerry Wheeler, in reporting this to Peace 
News, adds that a group picketed the Eng- 
lish Consul General’s office in San Fran- 
cisco protesting against the jailing of Ber- 
trand Russell, Behind the cashier's desk in 
« erkeley restaurant, the “ Bistro San 
Martin,” jiangs a poster: “ Britain has 
jailed its finest citizen.” 

IN OSLO on September 17 about 2,000 
nuclear disarmament marchers walked 
between the Soviet and US embassies, 
and then held a mass meeting simultane- 
ously with the Trafalgar Square demon- 
stration in London. On the previous day 
a 6-hour picket was held outside the 
Government buildings. ‘The Norwegian 
Action for Nuclear Disarmament was 
started by ten people only six months 
ago, 

IN ‘FORONTO the UK Trade Commis- 
sioner’s oflice was picketed on September 
15 to protest against the imprisoning of 
Bertrand Russell. The picket was led by 
actor Douglas Campbell, On September 
17 a further picket was maintained out- 
side the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, CBC news editor John McCallum 
and his wife signed the picketers’ petition 
for no nuclear weapons for Canada. 


by a 
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JAPAN: Party politics not 
~» Wanted in H-bomb campaign 


VWHE N the Soviet decision to re- 
sumic nuclear testing was aie 
nounced, au rally was being held in 
Peking to celebrate the “success” of 
the seventh world conference, held in 
Aueust in Tokyo, of the Japan Council 
Against Atomic and — Flydregen 
Bombs. Liao Cheng Chih, Vice- 
Chairman of the China Peace Coni- 
mittee, commented that the Soviet 
decision was “necessary and timely.” 
What is more surprising is that in Tokyo 
at the same time, when reminded of the 
Japan Council’s resolution that “the 
country which resumes nuclear tests should 
be denounced as an enemy of peace and 
mankind,” the Couneil’s chairman, Mr. 
Kaoru Yasui, commented: “ Phat does not 
apply to the Soviet Union.” 

This serves to illustrate the prevailing 
dissension in the Japan Council Against 
Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs (Gensuikyo), 
which resulted in the expulsion from the 
conference Jast month of Dr. Earle Rey- 
nolds, who was arrested on the high seas 
by the US navy in 1958 when on his way 
to the H-bomb test area in his yacht 
Phoenix. 

Dr. Reynolds stated that he could not 
accept the conditions imposed by Gen- 
suikyo because “I can see evidence of bias 
and erroneous statements with which J can- 
not agree.” He hoped, he told the press, 
that “many earnest and genuine workers 
for peace at the conference ” would prevail 
over “delegates with political purposes.” 

Besides the stand taken by Dr, Reynolds, 
a statement was issued at the conference 
jointly by the Socialist Party, the General 
Council of ‘Trade Unions, and two other 
organisations, hotly critical of the present 
leadership of Gensuikyo. 


Pressures 


Tokyo newspaper Yomiuri commented on 
August 18: “Japan has unique qualifica- 
tions for leading an anti-nuclear peace 
movement on 4 non-political basis. : 
Ideally, every Japanese should be a mem- 
ber, since there can hardly be a person in 


this country who supports the development 
or possession of nuclear weapons. But only 
tiny fraction of Japan’s population sup- 
ports Gensuikya, because it is subject tu 
one-sided political pressures. , . Gensuikyo 
leaders should ponder on the fact that nat 
only the Japanese people in general, but 
even Sohyo (the Trade Unions Council) 
have expressed their disapproval of iis 
policies, Fhis histonic movement, born 
in Japan onder unique circumstances, 
should be nurtured and expanded instead 
af being destroyed.” 


Conscience 


Columnist Kazuchige Hirasawa wrote in 
the Japan Times on August 19: “ (Parle 
Reynolds) has been respected in Japan as 
a living example of ‘ America’s conscience.’ 
Japanese leftists never neglected to muke 
use of his name. Now this American has 
come out with an indictment against Gen- 
suikyo, charging it with being ‘ politically 
motivated.’ lhe anti-bomb movement 
has now been split into the ‘ political ' 
Gensuikya headed by Dr. Kaoru Yasui, and 


the ‘humanitarian’ Gensuikyo under the 
leadership of Or. Masatoshi Matsushita, 
president of Rikkyo University. . . To the 


Japanese people, a single comment by Dr. 
Earle Reynolds has proven far more elfec- 
tive in exposing the nature of international 
Communism than a hundred lectures by 
the US Government.” 


Fade Reynolds tald Peace News that all 
the English language newspapers of Japan, 
though representing a wide range of poli- 
tical opinion, were in accord on this issue. 

The extent fo which the leadership of 
Gensnikyo has apparently lost touch with 
ihe general feeling among the people of 
Japan is indicated by the fact that, on 
September 2, delegations representing the 
two violent extremes in Japanese politics 
arrived at fhe same time at the Soviet 
Embassy to hand in strong protesis against 
the resumption of tests. 

As reported in Peace News Yast week, 
the Reynolds family are to make a second 
protest voyage—to Vladivostok in the 
Soviet Union. 


. » » mainly about people... 


Ivor Glenton, direct action supporter, paci- 
fist and teacher, has been elected to the 
Leicester City Council at a by-election 
which produced the first Liberal victory 
there since the thirtics. 


Albert Bigelow, skipper of the Golden Rule, 
on which he and a crew of four sailed 
into the Pacific nuclear testing area in 
1958 to protest the continuing use of 
nuclear weapons, next month begins a 


speaking tour of ihe US on behalf of 
American Friends Service Committee, He 
was one of the first group of Freedom 
Riders who went South in May. 


Jack Shepherd, PN contributor, is the 
author of ‘Inquest at Golgotha,” a 
dramatic television pragramme to he 


screened on Channel 9 on Sunday at 
7 pm. It invites viewers to share the 
experiences of a coroner's court following 


BINGO 


FEMS is not the place 
to disctss the 
ethics of the — latest 
craze, which seems to 
have come to us Via 
the Lotto of the sur- 
sery and the Hlousey- 
Hlousey of the army. 
Thus it has something 
in common with other 
prevailing cruzes of a 
more serious character, which also par- 
fake of the childishness of ihe nursery 
and the reJlanee ou force associated with 
the army. Indeed, if only in a mild way, 
it shares in the nature of the gamble in- 
volved in the generally Missa belief 
in war as « method of defence or of 
settling disputes. 
io might indeed be suid to be the 
modern cyuivalent of fiddling while 
Rome buras—bjngoing while bombs 


burst over Russian territory or wader 
American soil. 
The plain fact is that war is ne longer 
“a gamble since any chance of victory is 
Denutians to the Peace 
EUS 


ruled out before it starts. Ne one can 
win even the smatiest prize, Reliance on 
the deterrent means taking a risk so 
large that it issues in the certainty of 
destruction fur everyhudy if present 
policies are pursued, That is not a risk 
Which any sensible person shonld want 
to take. The only risk worth taking is 
for something worth while. That bs why 
the Peace Pledge Union urges the indi- 
vidual renunciation of war and the 
national renunciation of all the weapons 
of war without conditions by wnilateral 
action. Whatever risk might seem fa be 
involved in such a policy, i is the only 
way (0 peace, since it alone contsing the 
esscatiuls af peacemaking. 

To help win fresh adherents to the 
piedge and to spread that policy we ask 
for your generous contributions to PRU 
Headquarters Fund, 

STUART MORRIS, 

General Secretary. 
Our aim for the year: £1,750. 
Amount received to date : £614. 


Pledge Union, which are used for the work of the 
should be sent marked ° Headquarters Fund,’ 
Dick Sheppard touse, Endsleigh St. Londoa, W.C.7. 


w the PPU Treasurer at 


non-violent action for peace--the Cruci- 
fixion. This will be the first of saveral 
such programmes of an unusual kind to 
be produced by ALV throughout the 
winter. In the second, also by Jack 
Shepherd, and dae on October 29, 
Herod Antipas faces trial ou a charge of 
political irresponsibility, Maving powers 
of life and death aver a community of 


people, it is alleged, he chose to use 
thems in the interests of prestige and 
sta luis. In November a further pro: 


gramme will discover Karl Marx arguing 
wiih the prophet Isatah about the fune- 
tion and nature af the State. 

(seorge Janes, of St. Mary Bourne, Andover, 
Hants, has published a leaflet called 
* Declarations on Modem Warfare.” lt 
sets forth resolutions reached aft the 
Lambeth Conference of 1958, and the 
Free Church Federal Council 1961, and 
makes suggestions for united action ta 
implement these resolutions The leaflet, 
together with an account of an experi- 
ment carried out at Andover, makes a 
useful basis for study and conference. Ht 
is obtainable from Housmans Bookshop, 
§ Caledonian Road, London, N.1 (4d), 
ar from George Innes himself. 

Francis Jude, for four years Field Secretary 
of the Friends (Quakers) Peace Commii- 
lee, has now taken up a new appointment 
with Christian Action, with special re- 
sponsibility for its peace work. fe re- 
mains secretary of the Christian Group of 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 
In Qetober and Navember he will be 
visiling disarmament and peace gronps iu 
Cynada. 

Donald Groom will become the new Field 
Secretary of the Friends Peace Committee 
on January 1. He is at present in the US 
on a speaking tour, 
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War by madness ? 


Could the missiles be unleashed owing to the madness 
of a captain, or a mistaken radio order? The Mershon 
Report says : 

“ A great deal of evidence suggests that in many cases 

.. an aberrant commander can compel] his subordinates 
to carry owl a suspect order.” 

This danger is aggraveted by the fact that Polaris sub- 
marines, i an attempt to avoid detection, will presumably 
emiise well below 90 feet, and hence will be out of radio 
contact with the world for considerable periods. 

Moreover. Polaris crews seem to be chosen, not for their 
psychological qualities, but on their performance rating. 
The US Navy is already having difficulty in recruiting the 
crews, because it is such unpleasant and dangerous work. 
When there are 29 Polaris submarines afloat, it will be 
hard to pick and choose suitsble men. 

Incredible though it seems, there is at least a possibility 
thet a Polaris commander might decide to “have the war 
and get it over with” and be obeyed by his crew. Because 
of the need for instant retaliation and the weakness of radio 
communications, the degree of control over a Polaris com- 
mander’s actions seems to be very slight. 

Already on several occasions the US Navy has shown an 
utter contempt both for political instructions and for human 
life. 

it has repeatedly defied a strict baz on the visits of 
nuclear submarines to civil ports. This ban was agreed 
on by scientisis and the US government because of what 
Admiral Rickover hss described as the “inescapable risk” 
of radioactive contamination of local populations. In 
April, 1961, for instance, a radioactive leak occurred on the 
Polaris submarine Theodore Roosevelt. The greatest danger, 
however, is that Polaris submarines will be involved in 
collisions. Dr. Teller has said: 

“] feel that such (mobile) reactors are inherently more 
dangerous to the public since they can be involved in 
ocdilisions ... It wonid be wrong, in spite of all the 
care taken, to operate these ships in and out of populous 

ts” 

Admirsl Hickover, the father of the Polaris submarine, 
complained thar the US Navy decided to visit civil poris 
in defiance of the ban “cn its own” and added that there 
was “g very smal] margin between 2 reliable, safe reactor 
plant and ome which does not work properly and so is 
a menace.” 


Other dangers 


The range of the present Polaris missile, 120) miles 
means that Polaris submarines must cruise very close to 
Rosia id they are to be within range of some of their 
tarests. Incidents similar to the RBS? might easly occur 
im such circumstances, 

No wonder Mr. Gaitskell insisted in Parliament: “* We 
ask specifically for proper participation in the decisiens 
about the ninecraries taken by these submarines.” The 
ministeria! reply revealed that Britain will have no control 
whatever og the itineraries of Polaris submarines. 

Another danger which will become more serious in the 
next few years is that it is impossible to tell the nationality 
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of “The Truth About Polaris” may be obtained from any 
of the joint distributors: The Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament, 2 Carthusian Street, E.C.1; The Committee of 100, 
13 Goodwin Street, N.4; The London Region CND, 5 Cale- 
donian Road, N.1; or the publishers, Peace News, 5 Cale- 
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15s. 100 and £6 15s. 1,000 (post free). 
This article is based principally on the following sourres: 
ite 5 Department of ience : Appropristions for 1942. 
Hearings before the Sub-Committee of the Committee on 
Defence Appropriatians. 
2. Mershon National Security Programme. Ohio State University : 
Research Paper on ‘* Accidental War: Some Dangers im the 


1960's." 
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of a Polaris type missile. Within a few years it is perfectly 
possible that the USA, Russia, and China will all have 
Polaris submarines. (The Chinese have already claimed to 
possess Polaris-type submarines.) Hence if a Chinese 
missile was launched against Russia, the Russians might 
well think it was an American one and retaliate in massive 
scale against the United States. 


Polaris and the arms race 


The deterrent theory, the idea of arming for peace, might 
have been invented to suit the giant industrialists of 
America who are making enormous profits out of the arms 
race. The Polaris programme, for instance, by which 29 
Polaris submarines with 464 missiles will be afloat by 1965, 
is costing the US government Six THOUSAND MILLION dollars 
this year alone. The manufacturers of Polaris, firms such 
as General Dynamics, US Steel, Lockheed, and Autonetics, 
have launched massive advertising campaigns in which the 
intolerable dangers of the Polaris system are totally ignored, 
and many lies are deliberately perpetrated. Even Admiral 
Rickover has some criticisms of the advertisements. He 
hes said : 

“Believe me, those ads, those coloured pictures, look 
an awful lot better than the items themselves, and they 
hide all the mistakes.” 

These advertisements are all the more scandalous, in that 
the majority of them are paid for by the US government. 
Owing to some anomalous regulation governing defence 
contracts, any advertising in connection with them can be 
included by the manufacturers in the contract cost.** Thus 
the US government is direcily associated in the mass 
deception about Polaris. 

Naval officials, teo, are inclined to be deceptive, for 
Polaris is the US Navy's great bid to regain front lines 
importance in the nuclear age. 

Nevertheless, serious doubts about the system have been 
raised in piecemeal mannes by members of the Defense 
Appropriations Sub-Committee, and Congressman Flood 
was Griven to complain: 

“For many years we have been listening to Admiral 
Raborn telling us about Polaris. We bought it lock stock 
and barre!, in the glim of his eye, before we saw designs.” 
However, the advocates for Polaris have undoubiedly won 

the day, and the Polaris programme has gathered such 
momentum that it is dificult to see what can stop it The 
inescapable evidence that Polaris represemis a serious 
intensification of the arms race in extent, in expense, im 
tempo, and in danger seems to have been almost completely 
ignored m America, That an administration which 
advocates arms contro! should place such reliance on Polaris 
ig utterly incengruaus. 

Far from being the “ultimate deterrent” Polaris is a 
pacticularly dangerous step in the arms race which can only 
increase international tension and the danger of wer. 
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Although Polaris submarines have been the focus of nuclear disarmers’ attention 
for some time, many claims are still made for the submarines which have little 


foundation in fact. 


it is the purpose of 


THE TRUTH ABOUT POLARIS 


to examine some of the claims that Polaris submarines are the best way of 

preserving the peace. The author, ADAM ROBERTS, a former chairman of the 

Campaign in Oxford University for Nuclear Disarmament is reading history at 
Magdalen College 


Is Polaris invulnerable? 


NE of the chief arguments for Polaris submarines 

is that, by hiding away in the depths of the ocean, 

they make it impossible for Russia to destroy at one 

blow the United States’ retaliatory capacity. Thus 

Russia will never consider an attack on the United 
States worthwhile. 


For example The Observer defence correspondent, Anthony 
Verrier, in a “ dispassionate examination” of Polaris, says : 


“The submarines’ capacity to ‘get lost’ is based on 
the fact that they can dive deeper, and for longer than 
their hunters. There are some pretty deep holes in the 
ocean,” 


The truth is very different: in fact Polaris submarines 
cannot dive below 500 feet. Below this point, the pressure 
of the water is too great and the submarines are not strong 
enough to withstand it, Not only are the deep holes in 
the ocean of absolutely no use to Polaris submarines ; they 
cannot even plumb the 600ft. depths of Holy Loch. 


Moreover, in order to receive orders Polaris submarines 
have to come to within 90 feet of the surface and show an 
antenna. Naturally US defence planners are not happy 
about this, as it means that in times of crisis Polaris 
submarines would be very easily detected. But they are 
agreed that “a wall for us to break through is long range 
communications under water.”* 


In any case, there is no legal or practical objection to 
Russian submarines trailing Polaris submarines. The recent 
hearings before the US Sub-Committee of the Committee 
on Defence Appropriations contain an important exchange 
on. this subject: 

Mr. Andrews: I read recently that the Russians would 
soon have an anti-submarine submarine to pinpoint, track, 
and follow a Polaris. 

Admiral James: I am not aware of Russian develop- 
ments but we ourselves have this capability. 

In fact, Russia has the most formidable submarine fleet 
in the world, and has recently claimedt to have nuclear 
submarines of superior performance to Polaris. Russia also 
has two Polaris-type missiles, Golem and Komet. 

It is believed by US defence experts that Russia already 
possesses some nuclear submarines and is probably building 
submarines capable of trailing Polaris. It must be assumed 
that before long Russian submarines will be trailing 
American ones, and an underwater arms race will gather 
speed, in which each side will build faster and faster, more 
and more pressure-resistant submarines. 

No doubt it is because this underwater cold war is 
anticipated that the US is spending $1790m this year on 
anti-submarine warfare, nearly $500m more than fast year’s 
figure. The US already has an anti-submarine missile which 
has been successfully tested, known as SUBROC. 


In other words, as Admiral Burke said recently: “ The 


competition between submarines and anti-submarine warfare 
is going to continue.” 

There is one important piece of evidence that Russia 
intends to trail Polaris submarines: in order to do so, 
accurate oceanographic maps would be necessary. These 
are an essential aid to sonar detection of submarines. 
During the last few years Russian oceanographic shipping 
vessels have been seen in every corner of the globe. The 
most conservative estimate of the Russian effort by members 
of the Defence Appropriations sub-committee was that the 
Russians have three or four times as many such ships as 
the US. One member put the figure as high as ten times. 
President Kennedy has likewise recently ordered the US 
Navy to start on a crash programme to map the undersea. 
No-one can seriously claim that this programme is purely 
to promote scientific knowledge. 

In 1959 the British Minister of Defence declared that 
Britain was not building Polaris-type submarines because 
they could be easily detected and would be far from 
invulnerable. Yet now the West’s chief “defence” is in 
precisely this kind of submarine. 

If Russia does detect and trail all Polaris submarines, 
as seems virtually certain, their much-lauded “second-strike” 
capacity will be completely destroyed. In these circum- 
stances, Polaris would be useless against a surprise attack 
by Russia, and could only be used as a weapon of surprise 
attack itself. 


The missile 


There is another important flaw in the Polaris system as 
a method of keeping the peace. The importance of Polaris 
is supposed to be that it guarantees retaliation to a nuclear 
attack—a guarantee already seriously weakened by the 
extreme vulnerability of Polaris submarines. 


This guarantee is also seriously weakened by flaws in 
the Polaris missiles. In underwater tests the Polaris A-1l 
missile, which is now on active service, has continuously 
failed to prove its reliability. A member of the Defence 
Appropriations Sub-Committee, Secretary Connally, admitted : 


““We have had some trouble with the firings of the 
A-1 missile... We are not yet sure that we have found 
all of the reasons.” 


Statistics of Polaris missile firings are as fcllows: 


PoLaRis A-1 Missive (range 1,200 miles, underwater 
firings): Successes 10; Failures 8. (Since April there 
has been a security smokescreen round Polaris A-1! 
firings.) 


PoLaris A-2 MISSILE (range 1,500 miles, surface firings): 
Successes 3; Failures 3. (Correct to August 28, 1961). 
These figures should cast doubt on the efficacy of Polaris 

as a deterrent, yet even those most closely connected with 
the programme continue to express their bland confidence in 
Polaris. On April 10, for example, Admiral Burke was 
asked in the Defence Appropriations Sub-Committee about 
the accuracy of Polaris. Congressman Andrews asked how 
many of the 32 missiles at that time in Polaris submarines 
on patrol would in fact be accurate. The reply was: 


ADMIRAL BURKE: 32, Sir. 


In a less guarded moment, however, Admiral Burke 
expressed apprehension about the missile. Admiral Burke 
was explaining the cancellation of the order to fit the atomic 
cruiser Long Beach with Polaris missiles, and stated that 
the order had been made “ when it looked like Polaris had 
promise.” Evidently, Polaris’ early promise has been 
unfulfilled. 


Nevertheless, Polaris submarines are still at sea as a 
crucial part of what President Kennedy calls the “crucial 
deterrent.” The weaknesses of both submarine and missile 
can only make the captain and crew more liable to panic, 
and perhaps hasty decisions, in moments of crisis. 


These extracts from a United States Steel advertisement have been printed because of th 
(unintentional) insight they give into the psychology and methods of the arms industry. 


SPECIAL REPORT from UNITED STATES STEEL 


“The story of SSBN 598, our first nuclear missile submarine” 


(THE most spectacular example of our 
“ deterrent abilitv” first went on 


in case of war. 
patrol Nevember 15, 1960, when a great 


except for training, it will be used only 
Two hefty key-operated 
lockswitches dominate the LOP, part of 


ingenuity could make it; and it is 
largely made from steels that didn't even 
exist ten years ago, To resist the enor- 


black shape glided out to sea and dove 
beneath the waves otf the coast of South 
Carolina. This was our first ballistic 
missile submarine, the USS GEORGE 
WASHINGTON. 

It takes only a few minutes to fire the 
io mussiles that have a combined 
destructive power greater than ALL THE 
BOMBS DROPPED BY BOTH SIDES DURING 
Wortp War Wl. Moreover, this ship is 
Practically impossible to detect or des- 
troy because it runs so deep and so fast 
... it has the mobility lacking in our 
king-sized, land-based missiles. 

COUNTDOWN, Some chills ought 
to run up your spine just looking at the 
LOP (Launch Operation Panel) because, 


the Navy's secret “ fail-safe” method to 
Prevent accidental or deranged firings. 
And although there is nothing secret 
about the panel markings (only in how 
everything works) you capture the 
drama of this great venture when you 
look at some of the labels near each 
light and switch: Firing Solenoid Un- 
locked. Ejection Pressure Normal. Tube 
Pressurized. Missile Selected. Breathe 
Automatic, Launcher Ready. Muzzle 
Latch Open. Muzzle Locked Open. 
Launch Valve — Off — Prepared.  Pre- 
pared. Fired. 

STEEL SHOWBOAT,. The USS 
Georce WASHINGTON had to be as 
reliable, and a@s strong as fuman 


mous pressure of very deep dives, the 
full (two-thirds of the ship's total 
weight) is made from HY-80—an ultra 
tough armour plate steel developed 
jointly by the Navy's Bureau of Ships 
and United States Steel metallurgists. 

a LOOK AHEAD. The next genera- 
tion of submarines will be longer, heavier, 
faster, and will dive much deeper than 
the USS GEORGE WASHINGTON and her 
sister ships. To prepare for these imag- 
inative new vessels, United States steel 
researches are hard at work developing 
Stronger steels to withstand greater 
underwater pressures ... steels that are 
easy to weld and fabricate inta the still- 
Secret, visionary designs of the future. 
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Is there political control ? 


It is generally agreed that political control over the use 
of nuclear weapons is an essential safeguard, and it is 
equally generally assumed that such control exists. 


Although it is now well known that there is no British 
political control over the firing of Polaris, and that Britain 
is not able to exert any mediating influence in this matter, 
it is less well known that there are very serious limitations 
to American political control. 


As the missile age advances, the demand for instant 
retaliation to aggression means that there are only a few 
minutes in which to check the blip on the radar screen 
and decide whether or not to retaliate. This allows litle 
time for a decision by a US President. The US Goverm- 
ment-sponsored Mershon Research Paper on Accidental 
War considers this problem and states categorically : 


“Tt is clear that the President has already been obliged 
to delegate, in fact if not in principle, some of his ultimate 
authority to order the use of nuclear weapons... He 
will be forced to delegate more.”"t 
Whose finger, then, is on the trigger? The Mershon 

Report describes nuclear war very convincingly as a “ chain 
reaction.” Once a bomber (or sunrise) has been sighted and 
confirmed on the radar screen, the rest happens auto- 
matically. The order is passed direct from the radar station 
to the Polaris commander, who can fire his deadly volley 
of “city-killers” within five minutes. Once fired, they 
cannot be recalled) The Mershon report states that 
“missiles do not have effective ‘destruct’ systems which 
allow them to be destroyed in flight.”§ 


A Polaris commander recently confirmed this view: he 
admitted that “in certain circumstances” the decision as 
to whether the missiles should be launched would rest 
entirely on his shoulders. 


A. J. Muste’s reflections on Trafalgar Square 


THE REAL CRISIS FOR 
UNILATERALISM 


T was thrilling on that Sunday to 
stand on the plaza at St. Martin- 
in-the-Ficlds, surrounded by TV para- 
phernalia, and to look over Trafalgar 
Square and beyond toward Parhament 
Square, as thousands moved into and 
packed the former, and more and 
more thousands of people converged 
on the surrounding area. 


It had been immensely heartening during 
the preceding days, following the imprison- 
ment of Earl Russell and other Committee 
of 100 members, to find the issue of nuclear 
disannament and the Committee almost 
continuously on the front pages of the 
newspapers. ‘The impact was enhanced by 
the news of the concurrent Holy Loch 
dlemonstration, 


All this is familiar to Peace News readers 
and I shall not expand on it. But nothing 
should lead us to lose sight of the fact that 
over the recent years in Great Britain the 
anti-nuclear forces have succeeded in get- 
ting much larger numbers of people in 
Great Britain than anywhere else in the 
world to think and in some measure act on 
a drastic solution for the nuclear war 
problem, 


{ think it must also be said that there is 
considerable evidence that there is among 
Hritons a deep popular emotion~—-the kind 
of surge of feeling which may result in very 
profound or even revolutionary changes— 
which is not manufactured by the peace 
and pacifist efforts but which responds to 
the latter and vindicates their relevance and 
timeliness, 


Organisation 


The first question--not necessarily the 
most important—which came to my mind 
during and after the Trafalgar Square 
demonstration is related to certain state- 
ments | read or heard about, made by 
people connected with the Committee of 
100, which raised in people's minds the 
general issue of philosophical or political 
anarchism, the feeling that the movement 
waa tending in that direction. Whether this 
is or ig not actually the case 1s not the 
immediate issue. There is a problem as 
soon as some people think so or can 
plausibly make the charge, as soon as an 
impression is part of the atmosphere, so to 
speak, 

The problem of how human society is to 
be organised or non-organised mM the 
nuclear age, of course exists, and people ol 
many political and ideological tendencies 
should be able to function in the anti- 
nuclear movements. But, precisely because 
many have to be involved and because the 
movement seeks to deal with an urgent 
issue in the life of the British people today 
issue which involves 


and tomorrow—an 
survival itself--the movement as such 
should not become invalved in certain 


philosophical-political controversies, 


Secondly, it seemed to me that the 
popular attention was perhaps too much 
focussed on the idea of stopping traffic 
in Parliament Square rather than on the sin 
and horror of nuclear war and the appeal 
that Britain withdraw from an irrational 
and evil policy of nuclear armament. 
Partly, this seems to me inevitable, Ordi- 
nary people can “see” vividly the physical 
fact or idea of stopping traflic. Moreover, 
ill-wishers are bound to try to make a Jot 
of it, But } am not sure the movement is 
not partly to blame. Surely making London 
traflic any more of a nightmare than it 
already is, is not the aim of the movement, 
but sometimes it sounded like that. More, 
it, seemed to me, could have been done 
{perhaps by lJeafleting at the scene ?) to 
convey, let us say, the idea that actually 
stopping traffic in Parhament Square was 
onty a pale symbol of what would happen 


to the whole traffic of human history if 
mankind continued its drift} toward a 
nuclear holocaust. 

Lam in no sense suggesting that stopping 
traflic may not be a perfectly legitimate way 
of trying to stab awake the dormant mind 
and conscience of peaple who get annoyed 
at being held up on the way to a movie 
show, but cannot or have not been stirred 
to think seriously about London and 
Moscow obliterated. But the propaganda 
of the movement has to point sharply to 
that moral and political issue, not to the 
~ traffic problem.” 


Not anti-democratic 


I have a feeling—and again I may be 
wrong—that not enough thought may have 
been given to safeguarding against the idea 
that the Committee of 100 advocates un- 
democratic processes whereas CND, for 
example, stands for democratic methods. 
Direct action and civil disobedience in a 
context of non-violence are not anti-demo- 
cratic. On the contrary, as Gandhi often 
pointed out, they are essential parts of 
democratic process. Obeying, passively 
acquiescing in evil laws, which involves 
violation of conscience--that is anti-demo- 


ment on the Committee of 100 sit-down in Trafalgar Square. 


PEACE NEWS, September 29, 1961-7 


PEACE NEWS wked A. J. Muste, 
Chairman of the American Commitiee 
for Non-violent Action (which hos 
organised many non-violent direct 
action projects as well as the San 
Francisco to Moscow March) to com- 
A. J. Muste, 


one of the radical leaders in the US, with 50 years experience in the labour 
and pacifist movements behind him, bad a televised interview with Christopher 


Chataway during the demonstration. 


cratic. But this also means, surely, that in 
a situation where some genuine clements of 
parhamentary democracy still obtain as in 
Great Britain, the aim of direct action is 
not ta destroy these but to attempt to 
purify and extend them. 


Wherever radical pacifists gain anything 
like a mass following the adherents consu- 
tute a problem. We do want to involve 
the so-called masses, ordinary people, but 
we are sometimes tempted to have a very 
supercilious attitude toward them and to 
feel uncomfortable or ever somehow de- 
filed when we are no longer operating in a 
smal], very select, group.. 


In the main, it is only by involvement 
in action that people are trained in non- 
violence. 


As Gandhi observed, if we wait until we 
first have a lot of “ perfect Satyagrahis ” we 
shall never have a non-violent raovement 
or society. But certainly this means that 
the non-violent basis—and nucleus or core 

of the movement becomes more impar- 
tant as a movement grows. Training in 
various degrees or levels of non-violence 
must be provided. ‘The tendency to make 
direct action or non-violence ai “ mere 


“UH PEUTTARHEULETA DEAT SOV CEN TAETTARSUT TNT UTES SEEDED RET? 


letters! ate 


Other letters 
Civil liberties 
WWE are profoundly disturbed that the 
British tradition of civil liberties has 
been violated by the imprisonment of Lord 
Russel} and others for acts which had not 
been committed, but only anticipated. This 
is an egregious case of prior censorship, 
and it is particularly disheartening in a land 
which has contributed so much to the tradi- 
tion of due process and free specch. 


Reyond this, we believe that there must 
be u clear voice against the nuclear insanity 
which is now so rampant in the world. We 
believe, of course, that every political 
channel of action and protest must be 
utilised. But our moral responsibility does 
not end with the use of these methods. We 
must take our stand, whatever the legal 
consequences. 


Our sympathy and support to all in this 
movement, We are with you in your fight 
for civil liberties; we are profoundly at one 
with you in your struggle against nuclear 
madness.—David Dellinger, Editor — of 
Liberation; Robert Gilmore, Director, New 
York Ametican Friends Service Committee; 
Paul Greenberg, Executive Director of New 
York Council of National Committee for a 
Sane Nuclear Policy; Michael Harrington, 
Editor of New America; Alfred Hassler, 
Executive Secretary, American Fellowship 
of Reconciliation; A. J. Muste, Chairman 
of the Committee far Non-Violent Action; 
Jim) Peck, Congress of Racial Equality; 
Orlie A. H. Pell, Past President Women's 
International League for Peace and Free- 
dom; Bayard Rustin, Execintive Secretary of 
War Resisters’ Jeague. 


(Tides are used for identification only 
and do not commit the organisations con- 
certied.} 


The essential campaign 


FAMYE Polaris action at Holy Loch has 

been my first experience of direct 
action and if has been also in the nature 
of a startling revelation. 


Although campaigning far some time 
now and having been on seyeral marches [ 
was completely unprepared for the ox- 


the Editor 


en page twe 


tremely personal nature of direct action. 
‘This is not just a question of legality which 
in any case is a flexible instrument these 
days. In fact, this is the least important 
aspect, although at first it would appear to 
be the overiding difference between Direct 
Action and CND. The real difference lies 
in the dynamic nature of passive resistance 
and its powerful effect on participants and 
observers alike. 


Within the confines of a normal CND 
protest march there is, let us admit, a group 
action where all one has to do is to obey 
and allow the action itself to be the arbiter. 
Personal responsibility is delegated, and the 
effect is often negative and curiously frus- 
trating. 


In the Polaris demonstration 1 was sud- 
denly made aware of the true nature of our 
campaign, and | was made aware of this 
because } saw personal decisions being 
made by people, alone and with no other 
guidance, no other directive. Here was 
being created a real power of influence 
because it sprang trom personal struggle, 
and (this as it were influenced the whole 
quality of the campaign and affected every- 
bady. 


To see peaple being carried in what 
surely ig the most undignified of ail atti- 
tudes (and yet it hecame something different) 
to feel the act of love being applied 
directly and in its purest form and in equal 
measure {a those who in authority were 
bound to use violence--this T wauld say was 
the most important and most moving 
factor. 


In this Polaris demonstration, and | can 
only speak for myself, 1 found the essen- 
tial campaign, and 1 think that in the end 
it will prove to be the only way.-- OWEN 
STALEY, 45 Ripon Road, Harrogate. 


Exhibition materials 


F SHOULD be most grateful if any of 
your readers could send me photographs, 
leaflets, and pamphlets relating to disarma- 
Ment and peace activities that I could use 
for exhibition purpases. -— BK. HAPU 
GOPAL, Gaadhi Manram, 2 Habib Subit 
Street, Fort, Salem-1, Thuniluad, lodia, 


tactic must be strongly resisted. tu plan- 
ning any specific action there must always 
bo an awareness that motivation and tactic 
must both be considered, that there is 
bound to be teasion between them, but that 
the utmost effort should be made to keep 
the tension creative and not disnuptive, 


As t see it, the whole anti-nuclear move- 
meat in Great Britain, in the Labour Party, 
in CND, in Committee of 100, and so on, 
has tor a year or so been up against a 
crucial problem, a high and not yet ser- 
mounted hurdle. ‘That burdle does not 
consist of the various controversies, pete 
sonal and otherwise, within the movement, 
which is not to say these are altogether 
negligible. 


Rut the real problem is that when 
unilateralism became formally the policy 
of the Labour Party and threatened to 
become the actual policy, then unilate- 
ralism ceased to be a poysible goal and 
the movement ceased to be merely edtca- 
tional or propagandistic. 


It became a reality that Great Britain, 
one of the still powerful nations, might 
adopt unilateralism. That would have 
meant a revolution in foreign policy and 
defence or security concepts, and would 
have entailed revolutionary changes in 
other aspects of British society, Bat it is 
at this point that a people is bound to 
hesitate, at this point, as was demonstrated 
in the Labour Party, that the opposition 
tnakes its stand. 


Fundamentally, the crisis was inevit- 
able at this point where an existential 
and irreversible decision had to be made 
hy a people. 
the whole British anti-nuclear movemens 

needs to concentrate iis mind not on any 
number of internal controversies but on the 
question; How can this hurdle in the fife 
of the British peaple be surmounted ? 
Abave all, (bis is tme of the non-violent 
revolutionary clements, for a non-violent 
revolutionary decision and act is now re- 
quired. 


Way to peace 


In political as) well aa human and 
spiritual terms the crisis has becorne almost 
infinitely more serious and urgent in recent 
weeks with the Berlin blockade, the Soviet 
fand) American) resumption af festa, the 
impotency of tha “neuirals"” at Belgrade, 
the death of WHammarskjocld, and the 
threatened paralysis of the UN. Leading 
colummist ©. L. Sulzberger in the NY 
Times of September 20 quotes Emicison’s 


“Vhings are in the saddle,” and then 
writes: “ Meanwhile the saleady thud of 
nuclear cxplosiens doeafens the Fasten 


almosphere and trombles below the rocky 
foundations of the West. Everyone wants 
peace and no ane knows either just whai it 
is or precisely haw to find un. This js the 
time of rhintgs.” 


They dao not know what " peace “ is be- 
cause Whey look for it at the end of same 
road of war and “ negotiation.” They do 
not know how to find if, hecause they will 
not see that peace itself is the way. There 
is no political salution now except the pact: 
fist av non-violent one. Rut no peaple, the 
Hritish or any ather, can take that way 
except in a “moment of truth,” a moment 
af clear Insight into reality, and a momont 
when they are charged with a great moral 
passion which gives them the courage to 
Iranscend ordinary political considerations, 


How can the Committee of 100 or any 
ather agency help the Hnitish people qo 


achieve this unaccustomed clarity? Haw 
can it help to generate such a world 
passion ? 

That is the essential and only past 


September 18 queshar 
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PSYCHOLOGY OF PEACE 


PPSHIS is a very short pamphlet, or 


~ Jong leaflet, which raises the time- 
honoured question of what it is that 
Prevents governments taking the final 
Great Step towards agrecment, even 
when their respective positions appear 
fairly close. 

Philip Seed gives the examples of the 
Americans withdrawing their own proposals 
in 1955 after Russia had accepted them, 
and of Russia walking out of the Ten- 
Nation Disarmament Commission in 1960 
when more conciliatory Western proposals 
were on the way. 

flow is it that when technically and 
politically agreement seems to be within 
reach it is psychologically impossible ? 

We ure used to the scapegoat answer to 
this question—-that a threat-secking pattern 
is part and parcel of che way of behaviour 
of any lurge group and of the nation state 
in particular, Philip Seed very interestingly 
links this in inverse proportion to the 
degree of diminished personal responsibility 
of the individuals within the group. Allied 
to this are common feelings of insigni- 
ficance and inadequacy. 

‘In a physical sense,” he says, ‘ we 
are almost defenceless. We do not go 
about armed. But we have not given up 
the idea that we need to be defended. 
We have simply transferred the need on 
to the Government which tries to act for 
us... , thus, a government becomes 
prone to seeing situations in terms of 
possible threats—a sort of political para- 
noia,” 

This old problem of diminished personal 
responsibility, and its above mentioned con- 
sequences, is intensified in the mass society 
of the twentieth century. A new factor, 
however, is the sense of guilt felt by people 
who are aware of the wholesale death that 
their government is inflicting seemingly in 
their name. “ The real horror is not that 
we may be bombed,” wrote Kathleen Lons- 
dale, “but that we should ever think of 
using the bomb on anyone else.” Few can 
face up to this thought, and so banish it; 
but unconsciously are haunted by it. 

The easiest way out of feeling guilty 
about a weapon, says Philip Seed, is to 
justify its use on the grounds that an oppo- 
nent ig preparing to use a similar weapon 
against us. The recent East and West deci- 
sions, within the same week, to resume 
tests is evidence of this. 

Philip Sved re-states the question : “ How 
can the individual learn to participate per- 
sonally and morally instead of leaving 


Anthony Weaver reviews 


the Undefended, by Philip Seed. 


representatives of communal feeling to act 
for him?” To this he suggests four 
avenues for consideration. 

1, Responsibility in one’s own aflairs— 
local government, consultation in industry. 
Flere | would say that consultation is not 
enough. Workers’ control, or a kind of 
guild socialism as advocated by G. D. H. 
Cole and by Hyacinthe Dubreuil in To 
E:acn His Cuance, would seem to be essen- 
tial the more one studies the implications 


ywuiat has mental health got to do 
with the problem of world peace ? 
If that question had been asked a few 
years ago most psychiatrists would have 
replied “very little.” They would not 
have readily accepted that the skills of 
the mental health professions had any 
specific contribution to make in solving 
the problem of human survival. 


Hut times are changing, thanks largely 
to the efforts of the World Federation 
for Mentat Health, whose Sixth World 
Congress I attended in Paris from 
August 30 to September 5 on behaif of 
the Friends Peace Committee (Quakers). 

Over 2,000 delegates, top psychiatrists 
aud others from 50 countries, including 


some Communist countries but not 
Russia, and 60° scientific journalists 
came. 


They heard, for example, India’s 
former Minister for Health, Rajkumari 
Amrit Kaur, speak of the importance of 
spiritual values and of the need for 
education and understanding, love and 
non-violence in human relations. 

They heard American psychiatrist Dr. 
Jerome BD. Frank speak more specifically 
of the value of non-violence as an alter- 
native outlet for aggression which other- 
wise sustaing war-like attitudes. He sug- 


of this matter. 

2, Dynamic goals for active participation 
—for example, the linking of families in 
London and Moscow. ‘This, and the ex- 
change of students, carried out on a very 
large scale, would have a great effect. 

3, Act upon one’s beliefs. Here Seed in- 
stances the remarkable success of the World 
Refugee and the Geophysical Years and the 
War on Want movement (which bring inter- 
national involvements), as well as direct 
action and civil disobedience projects. 


World Congress on Mental Health 


Friends Peace Committee, Is. 

‘Acting out’? may be a means of finding 
alternative outlets for urges in our psycho- 
logical make-up which would otherwise find 
expression in the familiar blockage about 
disarmament. “Ihe threat is not “ outside” 
our little island; it is in the world we 
share. 

4. Finally Seed maintains that we need 
certain guiding principles to make the goal 
of peace realisable, higher than any par- 
ticular ideology or creed. tle finds this in 


gested three types of action were needed: 
increased international communication, 
unilateral acts which tended to reduce 
tension, and the identification of psycho- 
Jogical factors which caused war. 


They heard Dr. Kenneth Soddy, a pro- 
minent British child psychiatrist, stress 
the dangers of nuclear war by accident 
through psychological strain. 

They heard many speakers stress in 
different terms that if individual suicide 
was a mental health problem, then the 
threatened suicide of the species must be 
a mental health problem too. 

Finally, they heard Philip Noel-Baker 
passionately appeal to them to apply 
their knowledge and skill towards making 
# contribution to achieving world dis- 
armament—and after hearing this appeal 
they stood and applauded as they lad 
applauded no-one else. 


What was the outcome? Briefly, the 
WEMH is to ask its constituent organisa- 
tieng in each country to undertake 
urgently needed study, research and edu- 
cational projects. In particular it will be 
suggested that there should be inter-pro- 
fessional and, where possible, inter- 
national study groups set up in each 
country. PHILIP SEED. 


of scientists and of artists 


the traditions 
“as explorers and perfectors of truth and 
beauty.” 
“Can we not all be more like artists 
and scientists,” he asks, “in the sense of 
incorporating their scale of values and 


the principles which govern — their 
approach to their work ? Honesty and 
openness are regarded as essential. They 
strive systematically to avoid preconcep- 
tions and prejudice. ‘They approach their 
subject. sympathetically but objectively. 


‘their prior aim is the discovery and 

expression of truth.” 

‘this is a maddeningly short pamphlet: 
for how can justice to the question possibly 
be done in fifteen pages? Also it is ex- 
tremely elementary, Yet having said this, 
one realises how far from an understanding 
of, what to Peace News readers are, self- 
evident mutters are the majority of the 
world’s slatesmen and politicians. By put- 
ting his thoughts down simply Philip Seed 
is helping in the vast programme of educa- 
tion that is so obviously and urgently 
needed. 


ALTERNATIVE 


Sanity and Survival: The Non-violent Alter- 
native, by Jerome D. Frank, M.D., Ph. 2. 
Acts for Peace, Berkeley, California, USA. 
20 cents. 


rps very useful pamphlet by a promi- 
nent American psychiatrist deals with 
the need--if mankind is to survive—for a 
basic break with the military approach and 
the adoption of a non-violent alternative. 

Pamphlets of this length do a necessary 
educational job, even though they must in- 
evitably leave certain questions inadequatcly 
answered or even unanswered, The author 
has dealt with this vast problem with amaz- 
ing thoroughness in so little space, and in a 
very readable way without falling into mast 
of the old “ liberal” traps. 

His approach is summed up in the fol- 
lowing extract : 

‘As a psychiatrist I have been struck 
between this type of self-defeating beha- 
viour among nations and similar patterns 
in some of my patients. Many patients 
come to a psychiatrist when they are faced 
with disaster because their habitual ways 
of coping with personal problems have 
failed. 

The psychiatrist tries to aid them by 
helping them to identify the forces which 
keep them trapped in the unsuccessful 
patterns, and to explore alternative solu- 
tions. Analogously, 1 should like to 
point out some psychological forces which 
keep nations trapped in the futile and 
self-destructive arms race, and to explore 
an alternative—the non-violent resolution 
of conflict.” 

Ife points to the need for unilateral action 
and the dangers of depending on negotia- 
tions for a significant change in the inter- 
national crisis. This pamphlet would be a 
helpful addition to CND educational pro- 
grammes. GreNE SHARP 


ALIENATION AND FELLOWSHIP 


AENTAL health depends to a very 

'farge extent on the assurance of 
psychological security, which derives 
from fellowship within the family for 
the child, and in the wider community 
for the adult. Experiences in infancy 
and childhood lay the basic patterns 
for adult behaviour. 

If the child is subject to insecurity and 
ambiguity in his relations with parents, the 
man tends to respond to subsequent crises 
in his personal relationships by maladap- 
tive behaviour in accordance with the pat- 
terns learnt in childhood. It sometimes 
happens that attempts to belong have been 
associated with such painful experience 
thut the response to a new crisis is that of 
withdrawal--of shutting oneself off—of 
alienation---of becoming d’aliéné, insane. 

Dr, Russell Davis in this year’s Essex 
Hall jecture* spoke of the types of aliena- 
tion which may occur and the réJe of the 
psychiatrist in helping the mentally ill 
patient to overcome the obstacles in his 
path towards fellowship. He had some 
hopeful words to say about the changing 
attitude of both the public and of mental 
hospital administrators towards the ment- 
ally sick. Dr. Davis takes us on a walk 


* Alienation and Fellowship. 
2s, 


Lindsey Press 


through the wards of a psychiatric hospital 
where we observe that “the most constant 
characteristic of the mentally ill is their 
detachment.” Detachment of such a degree 
is the result of 4 progressive loss of con- 
fidence in those who should give assurance 
and support. The psychiatrist attempts, by 
the formation of a good relationship with 
the patient, to restore the latter's confidence 
and enable him to re-establish himself in a 
healthy condition of fellowship. 


oa 


Unfortunately the psychiatrically — dis- 
turbed patient tends to provoke hostility 
and rejection, Unconscious motivation is 
a concept which has now almost passed 
into public currency. This has brought 
about improvements in understanding and 
tolerance of mental iliness, which in turn 
help to reduce the persistence and misery 
of insanity. Mental hospitals are now 
thinking much more in terms of reintegrat- 
ing the paticnt into his family, with longer 
visiting hours, social rehabilitation and 
carly discharge from hospital. 


The Ministry of Health predicts that the 
number of hospital beds needed for mental 
patients may decline from 152,000 to 80,000 
over the next 16 years. It would be danger- 
ous to assume that the amount of mental 
il health is also declining, for there will 


doubtless be a big expansion in outpatient 
and domiciliary work. 

There is also a type of alienation which 
during the course of the twentieth century 
has acquired acceptance; the sufferers from 
this ali¢nation d'esprit are no longer re- 
garded as mentally ill. These are the men 
and women who are so detached from the 
human family that they can devote them- 
selves to the making of ever more destruc- 
live weapons and calculate in cool detach- 
ment how many millions of persons will be 
killed. Scientific method upon which 
such products and calculation depend has 
to exclude all moral judgments in order to 
arrive at factually accurate answers. Scien- 
ufic method has opened up such new worlds 
of intellectual excitement, prediction and 
control of natural phenomena, and develop- 
ment of physical comforts, that perhaps we 
are if] disposed to seriously consider any of 
its practitioners insane. 

In other walks of life those who manifest 
their alienation by criminal or recognisably 
insane behaviour may through Juck or 
chicanery avoid treatment or punishment, 
but at least there is an understood ideal of 
fellowship according to which they are 
judged as bad citizens. To accept the ex- 
cessive detachment af the air pilot, the 
physicist, the administrator involved in the 
planning, making and carrying of weapons 
of mass destniction 4s “normal” or good 


citizenship is to undermine the whole notion 
of fellowship and security. 

So far as is known the human psyche in 
our society cannot healthily adapt to basic 
insecurity. Such a form of maladaptive 
behaviour if accepted can only generate 
further insecurity and alienation. The 
alienated individual who has given up all 
hope of reconciliation commits suicide, the 
means to which have always been available. 
Only recently has the nation which has 
completely abandoned hope of reconcilia- 
tion the means to terminate the intolerable 
depression. Are there enough people with 
hope who are not on the vicious spiral into 
unbearable isolation to reverse the process 
of progressive alienation ? 

Dr. Davis spoke purely in terms of in- 
dividual psychology and outlined the means 
whereby the physician served through his 
telationship with the patient to encourage 
him to “incur again the risks of engaging 
in transactions with others, to co-operate, 
to enter into partnership and to seek 
security not in alienation but in fellowship,” 
The signs of hope and improvement in the 
field of mental health of which he spoke 
may in the long run be a rather optimistic 
assessment if we udjust our standards to 
accommodate the alienated as healthy and 
normal citizens--or even worse if they are 
regarded as commendable citizens. 


Joyce Prince 
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AAMERICAN students are concern- 

ing themselves with politics and 
sockul issues to a greater degree today 
than they fave at any time since the 
1930s. 


the non-violent movement against racial 
segregation in the Southern part of the 
United States was and is primarily a 
student movement. A substantial student 
peace movement has developed in the past 
few years and has made itself felt on a 
great number of campuses, Student  poli- 
tical parties have developed at some of the 
larger and more politically aware univer- 
sities and are now exerting an influence on 
student life. Atl of this growth is very 
encouraging and is, perhaps, a sign that the 
long dormant American student community 
is coming to life 


Two issues dominate campus liberal and 
radical thought, civil rights and peace. In 
both the pacifist has played an active and 
vial, if not a leading, role. Outside of the 
South the peace issue has shown itself to 
be capable of stimulating active and sus- 
luined concern on the part of large num- 
bers of students, many of whom had no 
contact with any political issue previously. 
Indicative of both the growing concern and 
interest in the peace question and the role 
of the pacifist in the resurgence of Ameri- 
can campus action is the growth of the 
Student Peace Union. 


catalyst 


Since 1959 SPU has grown from a leder- 
ation of groups on seven campuses in the 
Chicago area to a nation-wide organisation. 
The Student Peace Union was conceived to 
act as a catalyst for continued peace action 
and to provide leadership for the campus 
movement. Stimulated by the unexpected 
interest of many students at a large number 
of previously dormant colleges, the organ- 
isation rapidly grew. 

in May of 1959 the SPU sponsored its 
first major activity, a“ Midwest Students 
Speak for Peace Day.” Activities inchided 
the distribution of 10,000 leaflets, soap-box 
forays to five campuses, and several large 
public meetings. 


SPU decided to expand its scope with the 
opening of the school year in the autumn 
of 1959. Visits were made to Campuses in 
the Midwest to stimulate existing groups or 
foster new groups where none existed. The 
organisational basis of SPU Was set Up. 
The culmination of a year’s activily was 
the circulation of a petition to the Summit 
conference, In less than a month upwards 
of 10,000 students signed the petition. “Two 
students were then sent to Paris to deliver 
the petition to the Big Four. 


Last year the SPU co-sponsored — the 
annual Week for World Peace” a 
Chicago with the American Friends Service 
Committee and the Fellowship of Recon- 
Ciliation, Students were mainly responsible 
for a walk from Great Lakes Naval Base 
to Chicago’s downtown section, 4 distance 
of 40 imiles. Vhe march started with 43 
participants and ended with almost 600, 
An all-day seminar, held at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Hhinais, on the sub- 
ject “ Atheism, Agnosticism, Theism, and 
Pacifism,” drew — together theological 
students interested in peace and non-theistic 
pacilists ina free-for-all which lasted well 
into the night. ‘The viewpoints expressed 
and contacts made were of value to both 
“camps " in terms of understanding both 


Positions. 


militarism 


Other activities engaged in by SPL 
groups included three “ Anti-Military Balls.” 
the largest one, held at the University af 
Wisconsin, drew over 600 students under 
the banner, “ AH Our for Fallout,” and a 
parody of Shakespeare, ° Get thee to a gun- 
nery.” The University ot Hlinois and the 
University of Michigan also had successful 
dances, timed to coincide with the Reserve 
Oticers’ Training Corps’ military ball 


Phe question of compulsory military 
training on many campuses is oue that has 
attracted widespread concern, Lacul SPU 
groups have succeeded in bringing pressure 
to bear on several administrations to abolish 
compulsory training . 


Civil rights and 


peace are rousing 


American students 


writes PHILIP ALTBACH 
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Students in North Carolina gain the support of local trade unionists 
in Hanning a picket line outside Woolwerths. They have been saccess- 
jul in ending discrimination against negroes at linch counters, 


The controversy over “Joyalty” in the 
so-called National Defence Education Act, 
a bill passed by Congress offering scholar- 
ships to science and maths students, was 
actively engaged in by the SPU on many 
campuses, with varying degrees of success. 


The sit-in movernent attracted widespread 
atlention and, of many campuses, particu- 
larly smaller ones, SPU members were in 
the forefront of the struggle. The protests 
have proved to be valuable not only in 
striking a blow at segregation but in terms 
of education in non-violence and direct 
involvement of large numbers of students 
in positive and forceful action. 


{tis safe to say that the large majority 
of the SPU leadership is made up of paci- 
fists. Perhaps half of the general member- 
ship can be considered pacifist. Indeed, the 
organisation, although it has a programing 
of education about conscientious objection 
and non-violence, has all shades af political 
and religious opinion represented in it. In. 
cluded are pacifists, “‘miclear’  pacifists, 
socialists, anarchists, liberals, democrats, 
Christians, Jews, atheists. agnostics, and 
even a few Republicans 

The fact remains, however, that the 
majority of students in the US are uot 
iMtetested in politics. The recent resurgence 
of activity is the product of a minority, 
though a prowme minority. 


Ihe United States National Students 
Association is the American equivalent of 
the various national unions of students that 
evist in many nations. It represents some 
1,300,000 students at more than 300 colleges 
and universities in the US. 


Each year the USNSA holds an annual 
Congress, and this year it was held on the 
campus of the University of Wisconsin and 


was attended by about seven hundred dele- 
gates and almost an equal number of alter- 
nates and observers. Alb shades of political 
Opinion were ino attendance including the 
Young People’s Socialist League, the Young 
Democrats, the Young Republicans, and the 
Young Americans for Freedom (an extreme 
tight wing youth movement). Other groups 
such as the Student Peace Union, the 
Americaus for Democratic Action (a Hberal 
political movement), the United Nations 
Association, the Fellowship of Reconciha- 
lion Were represented. 


coalition 


Phe delegates, miost of whom were pol 
particularly inclined fo politics at their 
home universities, were polarised to either 
the liberals or the conservatives at the Con- 
Bress. A liberal coalitian was formed 
which included all those clements from the 
socialists ta the Young Democrats. ‘The 
conservatives, who were well supplied with 
money and support from right wing ele- 
meats. vathercd around the Young Ameri- 
cans for Freedom Early in the proceed- 
ings af the Congress, which lasted ten days, 
the conscevative forces managed to pase a 
formidable problem to the svccesstul opura- 
jion of the meetings. While at na time did 
they possess a majority of the delegates at 
any session, they were able to hamper pro 
ceedings with parliamentary maneuvering 
and obstructions. 


Later in the Congress, when the liberal 
forces met the conservalives iv an organised 
series of debates, the conservatives were so 
discredited in the eyes of the delegates thai 
Ihey were no longer a force, Por example, 
the edilor of the right wing magazine, the 
National Kevlew, William Ruckley,  ad- 
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dressed u group af about 350 delegates and 
observers, uring the course of the ques. 
Hon period which followed his speech he 
was ushed by a Ceylonese student to com 
mont on the Congo situation. The essence 
of his remmaitks was the continent * Flow can 
you expect halbsavages to govern them- 
selves 2” Thus inmmediately drew attack 
from the hiberal, niodevate, and radical 
elements at the Congress, which received 
publicity in the national press, including 
the New York Timex, and caused the con- 
servatives to lose much ground. 


‘the Young Americans for Freedom and 
other conservative forces at the Congress 
then found themselves without much sup- 
port and were basically ineffective in  in- 
iiencing decisions taken by the Congress. 


On the other hand, the liberal coalition 
organised itself into a powerful caucus and 
a study-group to discuss issties and interest 
more students in such things a8 non-violent 
action, the problems of unions and migrant 
workers, and ucademic freedom, These 
study -groups, which offen met until three 
in the morning, usually drew more than ane 
hundred students to them. 


firm position 


Lach year the USNSA passes some hun- 
dred resolutions on matters of campus and 
student concera as well as international and 
national issues. This year's Congress took 
a firm position in support of the non-violent 
movement in the South and against racial 
discrimination, { attacked South Africa 
far its policies and arged that the United 
States government make a real attempt to 
provide economic aid to the newly emerg- 
ing Nations in Asia and Africa. It sup. 
ported the concept of international student 
co-operation and travel. 


On domestic American issues the Con- 
gress sload fipmly for civil liberties and 
civil rights. It supported attempts for 
federal aid to cducation and stadent pare 
ficipation in academic policies, Perhaps 
most importantly the Congress supported 
active student concer and action on A 
broad horizon of issues, ranging fram race 
relations to housing and university policies. 


It seems thar the pacilist bas been and 
is playing a unique role in the prercat 
situation. One to the discrediting and dis- 
integration of the extreme left, the faction- 
alisation of the socialists, and the inaction 
af many liberals, a vacuum has appeared 
inta which the pacifist hus stepped, or 
rather, has been thrast. This fact, com- 
bined with the relevance of pacifism in the 
present world situation, has pushed pacifists 
into leadership positions in student intel- 
jectual and political life. 


‘the short history of the Stadent Peace 
Union, in ellect a microcosm of the 
student movement in general, points to the 
tremendons possibilities for growth in the 
USA, and the student is prepared ta pro 
vilu the impetus for this change Let us 
hope that he can be suecessfut. 
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Unilateralist MPs 
at Blackpool 


MINHE Labour Peace Mellowship is holding 

a public meeting at Blackpool on Mon- 
day, Oct, 2, at 730 pm, at the Jubilee 
Pheaire. Among the speakers are Donald 
Soper, John Horner (General Secretary of 
the Mise Brigades Union), and four MPs: 
Bmrys Hughes, Leslie Hale, Frank Allaun 
and Harold Davies. 

x 


CND demonstrators will travel to Black pool 
from London in special coaches on Satur- 
day for the Labour Party Conference 
rally on Sunday, A demonstration will 
also be held at Brighton on October 16 in 
connection with the Conservative Party 
Conference. 


éd. 


In PN next week 
] AST week’s editorial “ The Committee 

4 of 100 and a New Political Basis” has 
provoked considerable discussion. Next 
week Peace News prints a personal contri- 
bution to this discussion from Edward 
Thompson of the New Left Review. 
Nicholas Walter and John Morris contribute 
to our series on the future of the Com- 
mittee of 100 and Wilfred Wellock writes on 
“The §lusion of the Common Market”. 


of Commons, and later found an oppor- 
tunity to veer round to a kind of appo- 
sition arising from quite subsidiary 
matters related to health service charges. 


Beyond and even deeper than these things, 
however, was his passive attitude to the 
formidable increase in the operation of 
centralised power involved in the policy 
applied by the post-war Government of 
his Party. Ancurin Bevan was schooled 
among the South Wales miners when 
they were taking the lead in calling for 
the development of democratic methods 
in the control of industry. All this bad 
gone when Bevan began to operate as a 
member of a Government, and policies 
that denied any rights of control to the 
men who worked in the industries that 
were being brought under centralised 
direction were carried through without 
any kind of public protest on his part. 


Revan was~-and remains—a symbol of the 
radical teft in the Labour Party, and we 
do not recall these facts as a personal 
criticism. What we have described above 
is what happened to his radicalism when 
it was subjected to the pressures of poli- 
tical manacuvring. 

Precisely the same considerations apply to 
Tribune today and io its present Parlia- 
mentary figurehead, Mr. Michacl Foot. 
Mr. Faot’s organ regularly expresses a 
sentiment of radical dissatisfaction on the 
Labour left, but the policies it would 
apply in domestic affairs would not be 
found to differ very profoundly from 
these sponsored by the official right and 
wauld not increase the effectively demo- 
cratic character of our industrial and 
social institutions. As tor its attitude to 
the H-bomb and to international policy, 
this has all the ambiguities—all the scope 
for “flexibility”—to be found in the 
resolution sponsored by Mr, Cousins at 
the Trades Union Congress. All the nego- 
tiations about Britain’s future place in 
NATO would be to come, and the ulti- 
mate outcame could quite possibly Tand 
Britain with increased commitments in 
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POLICE VIOLENCE 


Peace News viewpoint 


MRHOSE undertaking non-violent direct action are in a difficult position when 
faced with cases of police violence against them. Some believe that in the 
nuclear age military methods of defence must be rejected and non-violent 


Press comment 


GQIERLOUS allegations against the London 

police were made today by Lord Kil- 
bracken. He said he had seen “ degrading 
and incredible behaviour” by some police- 
men in arresting demonstrators at Trafalgar 
Square soon after midnight. He went to 
Trafalgar Square as an observer, Fle is not 
a believer in unilateral disarmament and he 
does not favour civil disobedience. , . But 
what he called by far the worst incidents 
occurred at about 12.30 a.m. when only 
about 300 demonstrators were © sitting 
quietly in the Square. More than 1,000 
police suddenly began to drag them away. 
“To my horror | saw six policemen throw 
two middle-aged women and a middle-aged 
man into one of the fountains, A’ uni- 
formed police officer reprimanded the con- 
stables for this."—Evening Standard re- 
porter, Sept, 18. 


*« * * 


Later, after dark, with only Nelson and 
the fountains flood-lit, their (the police) 
mood changed. Especially around = St. 
Marttin-in-the-Ficlds. My press card was 
suddenly disregarded. . . T saw Canon 
Collins being seized by certainly three and 
ft think possibly four policemen, . . Various 
local connoisseurs of police behaviour said 
that once the TV cameras were switched off 
the coppers would let fly.—-Charon in the 
New Statesman, Sept, 22. 


* x * 


At this point a policeman said: “ All 
right, take him where there aren’t any wit- 
nesses.” Six policemen dragged me with 
the roughness I had by now come to expect 
down a corridor, At first two held my 
arms in Chinese twists while the other four 


UNILATERAL ACTION AND DEMOCRACY 


regard to conventional arms, a revival 
of conscription and an equal military 
dependence on the nuclear ‘ deterrent” 
with the difference that it would hence- 
forth be in the charge of the USA, 


Those who are convinced that Britain must 
seck to manifest a new political morality 
in the world through the renunciation of 
the H-bomb, must face the fact that what 
they are advocating is nothing less than 
the rejection of power politics and an 
abandonment of reliance upon armed 
might. Such a course, even though its 
adoption is necessary to make possible a 
future for mankind, involves a revolu- 
tionary change in social relationships un- 
precedented in human history. 


Barl Balfour, after he had been British 
Prime Minister, wrote in an introduction 
to Bagehot’s book on the English Con- 
stitution that the Rritish system of Par- 
liamentary Government through contend- 
ing parties could only function if the 
aspects of policy upon which there was 
disagreement were based upon a common 
outlook on the foundations of society. 
“Lee the chasm dividing [the Parties} be 
so profound that a change in administra- 
ton would in fact be a revolution dis- 
wuised under a constitutional procedure ” 
and the basis for the British Parliament- 
ary systeni would be gone. 


This seems to be an obvious truth, but 
Balfour wrote in 1927 when in fact the 
differences between the Parties were---at 
least superficially—very much more con- 
siderable than they are today. The policy 
that is dictated by mankind's present 
dilemma, the complete abandonment of 
reliance upon armed power, constitutes 
a revolttionary programme far beyond 
anything that Balfour could conceive, An 
attempt to carry i¢ through Parliament 
without profound and revolutionary 
changes in social and industrial relation- 
ships by way of preparation could destroy 
the Parlamentary system. But what would 
be far more likely to happen would be 
that the intention would be so adjusted 
and modificd thut ita radical character 
would be compromised, and what re- 


methods found to oppose tyranny and injustice. 
demonstrations as in part experiments in noa-violent resistance. 


They therefore see their 
They also 


have some faith in the creative power of non-violence to win over enemy 


troops or to subvert a dictatorship. 
appeal for “ 
rough. 


They therefore feel it is ludicrous to 


protection” against the police the moment they start getting 


Some also believe that non-violence implies an attitude of generosity towards opponenis, 
or that there is a value in the sort of personal confrontation involved in direct action, 
and that the violent response of individual opponents may be an essentially creative 
prelude to conversion. So they do not wish to invoke legal authority against individuals 
or interpose this authority to prevent personal conflict and impose official tolerance. 


kicked. Then they let my arms go but went 
on kicking—-though [ hardly remember any- 
thing except the well-built policewoman 

. saying “Kick him harder, kick him 
harder.""—Adam Roberts in the New States- 
man, Sept. 22. 


* * * 


Hardly any of the letters reaching us 
from supporters of the Committee of 100 
have made any complaint about the con- 
duct of the police... We understand that 
Mr. Roberts, having been ready with other 
demonstrators to be arrested if necessary, 
feels that he should not take further action 
against the police. He says, however, that 
he is ready to give evidence if an enquiry 
is called. This is a case in which the Com- 
missioner of Metropolitan Police ought to 
order an enquiry. . The police them- 
selves will probably be as anxious as any- 


one to maintain their reputation.— 
Guardian Editorial, Sept. 25. 
@ FROM 
PAGE ONE 


sulted would be quite useless as a means 
to the development of a new basis for 
international relationships that is so nec- 
essary to mankind’s salvation, 

What has been said above does not mean 
that what is called for is a rejection of 
Parliament. Whatever may be the posi- 
tion as regards backward nations, in the 
industrially developed West a revolution- 
ary Policy today can only succeed by 
means of a non-violent policy. A final 
abandonment of reliance upon Parliamen- 
tary institutions as the focal point of 
national change would leave as the alter- 
native a seizure of power, which would 
evidently involve violence and would be 
doomed to failure, Great as is the need 
for the devolution of power, national sup- 
port for a policy of unilateral disarma- 
ment could only be implemented by an 
act of central decision and for this there 
is no non-violent alternative to the use of 
the constitutional machinery. This fact 
makes it all the more imperative that 
those who are advocating this policy of 
unilateral renunciation of reliance on 
armed power should be seeking by all 
means to foster, in advance of the central 
act, every movement that is seeking to 
break down the present power concentra- 
tions, 


Press-button nuclear warfare represents the 
centralisation of power carried to its ut- 
termost evil limit. Those who believe that 
the safest course to follow is to be found 
i a permanent reliance on a balance of 
“deterrent” power are committed to a 
policy of inevitable centralisation, and the 
continuing trend to diminish the signifi- 
cance of the average human person. Those 
why reject this policy as threatening in- 
evitable catastrophe for the human race 
must reject also the dehumanising power 
concentrations that are the mark of the 
present epoch, and seek the rehabilitation 
of the individual person. The Committee 
of 100 has been making possible a re- 
assertion of individual political self-reli- 
ance in demonstrations against genocide, 

We need now to encourage political self- 
reliance within a much wider context, and 
reassert personal values in all our differ- 
ent social relationships. 


Others again feel that they are engaged in 
an all-out struggle with authority aad that 
they cannot one minute deliberately flout 
the law and the next call on the law for 
help. And beyond all the more theo- 
retical or moral objections demoustrators 
may hold, there is a natoral repugnance 
to inviting danger and knowingly taking 
action which may provoke violence, and 
then complaining because one got hurt. 


But if demonstrators haye some obligation 
to deal with police violence in a way 
consistent with their adoption of non- 
violent direct action, they also have some 
obligation ag citizens to curb any excesses 
by the police. If police react with unacces- 
sary violence to non-violent demonstra- 
tions and their behaviour is not criticised, 
then the demonstrators may be encourag- 
ing a debasement of standards of police 
behaviour in the future. Moreover, acts 
of brutality may be indications of more 
general abuses, and by bringing these Into 
the light of day demonstrators may help 
to humanise police treatment just as con- 
scientious objectors have helped to 
humanise our prisons. 


For these reasons we hope there will be an 
official inquiry into the charges made by 
Lord Kilbracken and other observers 
about police behaviour in the Square after 
midnight, and into the testimony of Adam 
Robecris and other demonstrators about 
whut happened in some cases in the police 
stations. 


But in future we need to consider creative 
ways of checking police abuses arising 
from our action and should not fall back 
auiomatically on public enquiries or legal 
actiow. 

The dilemma the question of police 
violence poses for ua underlines the need 
to extend our theories of nonviolent 
action, which at present tend to be too 
crudely transposed from quite different 
contexts of racial struggle, and to extend 
ovr concepts of citizenship and the kind 
of society we ure trying to build beyond 
the present stock liberal responses, There 
should be a meeting point between the 
two. 


CND News in brief 


PuBLic sympathy was the dominant 
feature of the Midlands “Aldermaston” 
last weekend. 

Over 1,500 people~a cross section of 
Birmingham life-—-took part in the two-day 
25-mile march around the city. 

Mast of the march was through middle 
class suburban areas and literature sellers 
were taken unawares by the demand for 
pampliets and literature. Two hundred 
copies of Peace News were sold and stocks 
of literature and CND badges exhausted. 

“There was no hostility of any kind", 
Arthur Taylor told Peace News, “ people 
recognised the seriousness of ihe march. 
The local press was very helpfol and their 
reporting extremely good”. 


A Mass Lobby at the House of Commons 
has been called by the Campaign far 
Nuclear Disarmament on October 18, 
the day after Parliament reassembles. 


The London County Council is to be 
lobbied on Civil Defence next Tuesday, 
nuclear disarmers will assernble at the 
National Theatre Site, South Bank at 6.30 
p.m. 


